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OK, so we have examined our need for a Home Makeover with Christ in the
center, and we have made the choice that “As for me and my household we
will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15) We know the good news, that it's never
too late! Our God is a God of second chances, and the choice we make to-
day can impact our family for generations to come.

So now what? The Key according to Joshua 24:25-27 is to REMAIN com-
mitted to that decision. The world, the flesh and the devil are not going to
make it easy for us to stay committed. There will always be traps, other
things that seem too good to miss just this one time, that can then become
two or three times and eventually form into a habit moving away from God.

We need help! Joshua used a stone as a witness against the Israelites
(Joshua 24:27). What will be the witness against us in our homes? Maybe
we too should establish a home altar, by purposefully hanging a cross in a
prominent location in our homes that will bear witness that we are Christ-
centered families.

Banwell Community Church has a part to play in helping each home repre-
sented in our congregation remain in the “As for me and my household we
will serve the Lord” covenant. Researcher, George Barna has said of the
local church that we “should be an intimate and valuable partner in the effort
to raise the coming generation of Christ’s followers and church leaders, but it
is the parents whom God will hold primarily accountable for the spiritual mat-
uration of their children.” (George Barna, Transforming Children into Spiritual
Champions, Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2003, pp. 83-84.)

The role of the church is to be a lifelong partner not a replacement for the
faith development that should take place in the home. Our Christian Growth
and Nurture Committee wants to partner with you to establish, reestablish or
affirm your home as the primary place where faith is nurtured.
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We have been and will continue to offer a number of “Faith@Home” opportuni-
ties starting with our new Children’s Ministry format being rolled out in Septem-
ber. Information/ training sessions are being offered on Thursday, August
11th @ 7:00-8:00PM and Sunday, August 28th after the morning service
(lunch & childcare provided). You only need to attend one session, but the in-
formation you’ll receive will be invaluable. You’ll learn about our new Chil-
dren’s Ministry with its “Take It Home” focus, and our plans for regular “Take it
Home” family events and milestone celebrations that will help you weave faith
into every facet of your home life.

For newlyweds, young marrieds and those looking to bring Christ into the cen-
ter of your marriage, plan to join Leno and Monica Braccio for their new “Love
& Respect” Small Group beginning in September.

This summer we would also like to offer you an opportunity to be inspired, moti-
vated and equipped to bring Christ into the center of your home, by providing
you with an opportunity to purchase the book Faith Begins At Home by: Mark
Holmen. It's a great summer read and a pre-sale sign-up sheet is available in
the lobby.

The role of the church is not to make sure that as people look on this communi-
ty they can see the light shining bright from our church building, but rather to
make sure the light is shining in each and every home so the community can
be lit for the world to see!

Excerpts taken from Mark Holmen and David Tiexeira “Take it Home;
Inspiration and Events to Help Parents Spiritually Transform their children”
Gospel Light, 2008, pg. 222-223
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