and mother when they got married. For they too made the same commitment to the
Lord, and | can attest both from their testimony and my own experience of times
when the Lord provided beyond our imagination when in faith my parents had given
to the Lord’s work, though it cost them much. | give to the work of our local church
because of the decisions of my parents and grandparents and the impact it had on
my life. My point is this: What do we want our children and grandchildren’s families
to look like?

In Deuteronomy 6:3-6 we are told that If we want things to “go well” for us and our
family we need to be careful to obey the commands of God. The family makeover
begins with us and our commitment to carefully obey the will and commands of
God. The first and greatest commandment is to “Love the Lord our God with all our
heart and with all our soul and with all our strength.” What would our family and
friends say we love with all our heart, soul and strength? Remember, our children
will learn to love what we love.

The CG&N Committee here at BCC wants to help you show your love for God and
your desire to obey His command to teach your children to follow him. We are offer-
ing a number of “Faith@Home” opportunities:

o Starting with our new Children’s Ministry format, with a “Take it Home" compo-
nent being rolled out in September.

e Information/training sessions are being offered on Thursday, August 11th @
7:00-8:00PM & Sunday, August 28/11 after the morning service (lunch & child-
care provided)

You only need to attend one session, but the information you will receive will be
invaluable. You will learn about our new Children’s Ministry with its “Take It
Home” focuses. Our plans for regular “Take it Home” family events will help you
weave faith into every facet of your home life.

e Sign-up on the CG&N bulletin board in the lobby today.

Looking for a good read this summer?
Why not try out “Faith Begins At Home”,
e by Mark Holmen.

AT HOME

AR HELELE

Excerpts taken from Mark Holmen and David Tiexeira “Take it Home; Inspiration and Events to Help
Parents Spiritually Transform Their Children” Gospel Light, 2008, pg. 223-225
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The word Deuteronomy means “repetition of the law.” Throughout Deuteron-
omy Moses is continually repeating the will and commands of God to an Isra-
elite nation that is stubborn, me-focused, rebellious, forgetful, and wavering
in obedience, Sound familiar? Most families today want to be healthy and
strong yet the majority has gone away from having Christ and Christ-like liv-
ing in the home. Therefore, a family makeover, with Christ at the center, is
needed. From Joshua 24 we learned that the makeover begins with a choice
to be a “as for me and my household we will serve the Lord” family. Now it's
time for a “repetition of the law”!

‘These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God
directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are
crossing the Jordan to possess, ? so that you, your children and
their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as
you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that | give you,
and so that you may enjoy long life.”

(Deuteronomy 6:1-2 NIV)

Why is Moses continually repeating the will and commands of God to the Is-
raelites, and us today? “So that you, your children and your children after
them’... The decision we make to be an “as for me and my household we will
serve the Lord” family and to live according to the will and commands of God
will impact multiple generations.

As a young married couple my father’s parents made a decision that no mat-
ter what life might bring their way, they would always give a percentage of
their income to the local church. That decision impacted my father and his
brother as they grew-up. Sometimes it meant that they would have to go
without something they wanted or that they would have to wait a bit longer,
but never were they in need for long. | remember the stories told in my youth
of the Lord’s provision at just the right times and in unexpected and some-
times miraculous ways. They were stories that | know impacted my father
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